CRTF Meetings
Sunday, October 5, 2003


Guam Field Trips: 1pm to 4pm 
1) Southern Guam Tour 
2) Northern Wildlife Refuge at Ritidian, Guam 
1) SCUBA Diving off Guam 

Monday, October 6, 2003
Hilton Guam Resort and Spa, Tumon, Guam

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME 

Tim Keeney
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere with NOAA; 
Co-Chair, USCRTF 

· The meeting last Friday in Saipan was very productive and interesting 

· Thank Governor Camacho for hosting the meeting in Guam 

· This meeting is a milestone for the USCRTF not only because it's the 10th meeting of the Task Force, but also this year is the fifth anniversary of establishment of the Task Force by the President of the U.S. 

· The Task Force has made significant progress over the last 5 years by working with many partners in helping lead and implement new U.S. efforts to conserve coral reefs. 

· The Task Force developed the U.S. National Action Plan to Conserve Coral Reefs 

· The Task Force have helped increase federal funding and other support for a wide variety of coral reef conservation efforts. 

· Task Force members has made significant progress in achieving some of the goals outlined by the Task Force. 

· The Task Force has helped provide a forum for increased collaboration among federal, state, territory and commonwealth partners for on-the-ground action. 

· The Resolution adopted by the Task Force one year ago in Puerto Rico to develop three-year Local Action Strategies embodies that spirit of collaboration for on-the-ground local action. 

Judge Craig Manson Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks with DOI; Co-Chair, USCRTF 
· Opening remarks 

· Thank Governor Camacho for hosting the meeting in Guam 

Felix Camacho Governor, Territory of Guam 
· Welcome statement 

· Introduce: 

Governor Juan Babauta of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

Governor Togiola Tulafono of the Territory of American Samoa 

· Introduce CRTF member representatives: 

State of Florida:
Bob Ballard, Deputy Secretary, Land and Recreation, FL State Department of Environment Protection 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration:
Dr. Paula Bontempi, Manager, Ocean Biology & Biogeochemistry Programs 

Department of Agriculture:
Dr. R. Mack Gray, Undersecretary for Natural Resources 

Environmental Protection Agency:
Craig Hooks, Deputy Director, Office of Wetlands, Ocean, and Watersheds 

Department of State:
Tom Praster, Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy Majuro 

Department of Justice:
Sylvia Quast, Attorney Advisor 

United States Coast Guard: 
Terry Rice, Captain, USCG 

U.S. Virgin Islands:
Bill Rohring, GIS Planner, Department of Natural Resources, USVI 

Department of Defense:
Donald Schregardus, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Environment) 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico:
Aileen Velazco, Coordinator, PR Departamento de Recursos Naturales y Ambientales 

State of Hawaii:
Peter Young, Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources 

STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Roger Griffis (NOAA) and Randy Bowman (DOI) 

Summary of presentation: 

· Meeting agenda for today 

· Summary of business items for the Fridays meeting in Saipan 

· Summary of action items for the Friday meeting in Saipan 

· Summarize today's business items, reports, and hot topics 

RESOLUTION 1: IMPLEMENTING LOCAL ACTION STRATEGIES AND THE PUERTO RICO RESOLUTION 

Roger Griffis 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Co-Chair, USCRTF Steering Committee 

Summary of presentation: 

· Past success, existing needs - How can the Task Force better support implementation to reach goals and objectives? 

· Needs and Solutions: 

· Prioritize actions - Focus on 6 key threats 

· Increase coordination - 3-year Local Action Strategies on 6 threats; Regional Subcommittees; Link to National Plan. 

· Track performance - Improve metrics; Build tracking system 

· Build capacity - Increase support ($, detailees, joint efforts, tech assistant) 

· Establish Task Force secretariat 

· Support All Islands Initiative secretariat 

· Current status - Completed development of Local Action Strategies 

· Results 

· Increased participation and collaboration among governmental partners at local levels 

· Engaged stakeholders and other partners 

· Rigorous effort by CRTF to identify key requirements 

· Commitment of new resources 

· Identified additional grants and other opportunities 

· Limitations in ability to take advantage of new opportunities 

· Continued support and resources required to implement LAS 

· Build on existing momentum to achieve goals of Puerto Rico Resolution

· Recommended next steps 

· Recognize progress to implement Puerto Rico Resolution 

· Affirm need to continue implementation 

· Affirm all members participate and support local jurisdictions in implementing LAS 

· Members assistance to implement LAS as soon as possible 

· Track implementation of LAS and progress 

· Members develop proposal to update the U.S. National Action Strategy in 2004 

Comments: 

Randy Bowman: 

· If all the Task Force members don't provide financial, technical, or human support, the Local Action Strategies cannot be implemented.

Tim Keeney: 

· Commend the Steering Committee, the All Islands Committee, Task Force members and others for begin implementing the Puerto Rico Resolution 

· The changes we adopted are critical to improving the effectiveness of the Task Force and to the implementation of the U.S. National Action Plan 

· Hope the Task Force will support the proposal to continue to implementation the process 

REPORT FROM THE ALL ISLANDS COMMITTEE 

Lelei Peau
Chairman, All Islands Committee 

Summary of presentation: 
· Local Action Strategies have happened on top of other activities. 

· The issue that has been of greatest concern to all of us is the limitation in human resources. This would require that the jurisdictions receive the capacity support promised in the Puerto Rico Resolution. 

· All Islands Committee expect federal partner's support in funding and human resources. Need to provide much needed needs. 

· DOI's support is a good example for supporting local jurisdictions. Suggest DOI offer $200 K to the Caribbean as well. 

· A long-term program can only be achieved through a long-term training program. 

· As we have gone through this LAS and Regional Subcommittee process, we are reminded that it is difficult to engage specific federal support since only two agencies are providing funding. It is time for other federal agencies to look creatively at their budgets to find ways to fund coral reef activities. 

· Among NOAA's $28 M coral reef funding, only $3 M or 11% is given directly to the local jurisdictions. Suggest the amount to be increased to 12 - 13% 

· Goals are formed from the reefs upward. 

· Aggregating the Local Action Strategies into the regional strategies will not be productive. 

· Need to increase participation of local Sea Grant programs. 

· Need to increase participation of the National Science Foundation and the Department of Transportation 

Comments: 

Tim Keeney: 

· Praise the All Islands Committee for dedicated work to conserve and manage coral reef ecosystems. 

· Would also like to increase All Islands involvement through NOAA funding, probably through joint programs 

· Last year NOAA Fisheries helped All Islands partners by establishing a new office in Puerto Rico. This year established a satellite office in American Samoa to support coordination and collaboration on issues of coral reefs and fisheries management 

· NOAA is able to fund the All Islands Secretariat this year. 

· Hope to continue to provide grants to the All Islands members for coral reef management and monitoring, and increase funding capacity to develop and implement LAS 

REPORT ON THE PACIFIC REGIONAL SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

John McCarroll
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Summary of presentation: 

· Background and Summary of the Regional Subcommittee: 

· Established by the Puerto Rico Resolution the two Regional Subcommittees to increase coordination and support at the local and regional level - do they add value? 

· Pacific Regional Subcommittee meeting - first regional subcommittee meeting 

· Regional Subcommittee members supposed to be the senior officials from their agencies/jurisdictions 

· Entered with considerable uncertainty about the meeting and how it would work; Goal is not more talking, but the goal is to get implementation of the strategies to help protect coral reefs. 

· Free-wheeling discussion that resulted in some really good ideas about how federal partners can help support LAS.

· Statement from the Federal Partners 

· Why was the summary from the Feds only - a lot has been asked of the local jurisdictions over the past year to put together and implement the LAS; although, there were federal navigators, the LAS is local and both the leadership and the burden has rested squarely on the jurisdiction 

· Role of the Subcommittee itself; this was the trial of trial; the next steps seemed to define the role of the Subcommittee for the time being 

· Was there value? There seemed to be a couple ways it was adding value: 

· Gave senior leaders from both federal and local partners a chance to see if they were on the same page. 

· Brainstorming - a lot of great ideas that would have come otherwise 

· Partnership - 39 items for follow up in six different categories. Only a few highlights: 

· DOI/FWS - $200 K to the Pacific Islands 

· NOAA - Funding to leverage private sector funds 

· Every federal partner will list grants available; EPA put together 11 different grants 

· NOAA/EPA - workshop focusing on the indicators for land-based pollution 

· DOJ - law enforcement training opportunities 

· NOAA - Coral reef liaison in American Samoa 

· DOI/FWS - person in Tinian for coral reef activities 

· NASA/DoD - explore whether satellite imagery could be used to remotely monitor impacts of coral bleaching

· These 39 ideas are good start. Show how federal partners can help local jurisdictions

· Finally, the value-added is the statement about how federal partners can help the LAS. 

· There was a good buzz at the meeting and the sense was let's keep going, let's move this forward. 

RESOLUTION 4: IMPROVING OUTREACH BY AND PARTICIPATION IN THE CRTF 

Sylvia Quast
Attorney Advisor, Department of Justice 

Summary of presentation: 

· The local communities are important for supporting us. Without their support and interest, we will not able to do anything, we'd just be talking and we wouldn't be making a difference. 

RESOLUTION 5: REPORT AND PROPOSAL ON INTERNATIONAL CORAL REEF MANAGEMENT 

Jacqueline Schafer, U.S. AID 

Cancelled 

Tim Keeney
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere with NOAA; 
Co-Chair, USCRTF 

· U.S. Agency for International Development and the Department of Sates have requested to delay presentation and action on this international resolution until the next Task Force meeting. 

RESOLUTION 6: SUPOPRT FOR CORAL REEFS, CLIMATE AND CORAL BLEACHING INITIATIVE 

Billy Causey
Superintendent, Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary 

Summary of presentation 

· Resolutions passed at Puerto Rico meeting in 2002 

· Development of LAS for key threats to reefs, including climate change and coral bleaching 

· Increase information, tools and partnerships to address climate change and impacts on coral reefs

· Climate Change/Coral Bleaching Workshop, Oahu, HI, June 18 - 20, 2003 

· Climate is a key part of NOAA's Strategic Plan 

· Coral reefs are an indicator to ecosystem 

· Coral bleaching intensified over the past two decades; related to elevated ocean temperatures and secondary impacts 

· It's time to take action

· Proposal on Coral Reefs, Climate and Coral Bleaching Initiative 

· Finalize production of Reef Manager's Guide to Bleaching 

· Testing the Reef Manager's Guide by Feb. '04 

· Develop a strategy to understand local and system-wide responses to climate change 

· Develop a strategy to partner with the international community 

RESOLITION 7: RESPONSE TO ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF NATURAL DISASTERS 

Michael Ham
Secretariat, All Islands Committee 

Summary of presentation 

· Propose on response to environmental impacts of natural disasters 

· To resolve the clean up need, the debris removal is the only part of the solution. 

· Fishing boats damage on the reef - if no human injuries were made, no federal agency took the action to remove the vessels on the reefs. 

· Resolution calls for the participation of the Department of Homeland Security, and seek for its assistance. 

BREAK 10:05 - 10:35 

TASK FORCE MEMBER REPORTS - PART 3 

Territory of Guam, Governor Felix Camacho 

Summary of presentation: 

  How was Coral Reef Initiative funding being used? 

· Watershed protection 

· Support and build local capacity 

· But need funding in the form of 3-yr. Block grants to be more effective 

  Marine snow - caused by suspended solids in the water and smother everything 

  Propose to regulate gillnet fishing 

  Made the Guam Seashore Reserve Plan a high priority. 

  Look forward to working with partners to develop a regional Sea Grant Program 

  Thanks to DOI for the MAREPAC 

  Welcomes NOAA Research Cruise to Mariana Islands - to be done every two years, would be better if can be done every year. 

  Thanks to NOAA Fisheries for Fisheries Workshop to be held after the Task Force meeting. 

Comments: Judge Craig Manson: 

· Commends the leadership of Guam 

· DOI funded the University of Guam to asses the status of coral reef resources at the Guam National Wildlife Refuge. The results of the investigation will provide an up-to-date assessment of coral reef species and habitats within the refuge and be used as a baseline for comparison with future monitoring data. 

State of Hawaii 
Peter Young, Deputy Secretary, Land and Recreation, FL DEP 

Summary of presentation: 

· Hawaii has a marine protected area process. 

· Get ready to publish a use study of what's going on in the MPAs. 

· One finding of the study is that non-extractive uses have been shown to have minimal impacts 

· Big Island no-take for aquarium trade 

Department of the Interior
Judge Craig Manson, Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks with DOI 

Summary of presentation: 

  Biscayne National Park in Florida established a groundbreaking MOU with Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to develop a joint Fisheries Management Plan, transcending state and federal boundaries to protect and manage reef fish in and around Biscayne Bay. 

  Biscayne NP also greatly expanded its coral nursery by transplanting 285 coral fragments rescued from reefs damaged by boat groundings. 

  FWS completed a baseline assessment of reef resources at Navassa Island National Wildlife Refuge in the Caribbean, in cooperation with the DOC and Florida. 

  FWS provided funds to Hawaii to implement the Mo'omomi Traditional Marine Management & Education Project on Molokai to document traditional marine conservation practices at a community-managed reef and establish ways to share information through statewide exchange programs 

  Provided funding to Hawaii to survey diversity and abundance of coral reef fishes in 10 managed areas and 3 artificial reefs and conduct similar surveys in 6 un-managed areas. 

  Joined with the Coast Guard in establishing a Marine Conservation Enforcement staff, cross deputizing enforcement officers, and providing continued interagency training on enforcement of fisheries and MPA laws and regulations in the CNMI. 

  Joined with NOAA and USVI and Puerto Rico to evaluate the characteristics of trap fishing in those islands. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Craig Hooks, Deputy Director, Office of Wetlands, Ocean and Watersheds 

Summary of presentation: 

· Land-based sources of pollution: 

· EPA is pleased to co-lead, with USDA, the effort to address land-based sources of pollution. Designated navigators in all 7 local jurisdictions to develop Local Action Strategies. 

· EPA looks forward to working with USDA to finalize the LAS.

· Climate change and coral bleaching: 

· EPA is pleased to work with NOAA and DOI, as well as others, over the past year on the climate change and coral bleaching focus area. 

· The Coral Reefs, Climate and Coral Bleaching workshop in Oahu in June was an important step in the TF's efforts to address this issue.

· Funding: 

· Watershed Initiative: Hawaii's Hanalei Bay Heritage River Program received a $700 K grant to reduce pollution and assess coral reef health in Hanalei Bay on the island of Kauai. 

· Pending appropriations: EPA will conduct a Watershed Initiative grant competition again in FY04. 

· EPA's Region 9 office also has been able to provide some modest financial assistance to the Pacific local jurisdictions over the past year.

· Technical assistance 

· EPA released "Voluntary Guidelines for Management of Onsite and Clustered Wastewater Treatment Systems" to help state and local governments strengthen their management of septic system and other small, privately-owned wastewater treatment systems.

· Enforcement actions: 

· In Hawaii, EPA and HI Department of Health are pursuing enforcement in two cases of Clean Water Act violations in which sediments damaged coral reefs. 

Federated States of Micronesia
Willy Kostka, Executive Director, Conservation Society of Pohnpei 

Summary of presentation: 

· Highlights partnership with federal partners, such as DOI/FWS, etc. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

1. Dr. Patrick Colin, Coral Reef Research Foundation 
· 9,000 samples resulting in extracts for cancer drugs, 18 countries agreed to share information 

· Collecting photo documents, identified to species level - resulted in information on species diversity 

· Extensive research focused on coral reef organisms such as sponges, cniderians, bryozoans, and many taxonomically poorly known species - lead to new taxonomic discoveries on Palau 

· Palau is a superb location for diversity research, has lead to 150 technical papers on marine natural products. SIO research in Palau 

2. Tiare Holm, Palau Conservation Society 
· Conservation begins with communities 

· 300 km2 of protected areas. 18 areas are MPAs. Palau is well on its way to protecting 20% of its coral reefs. 

· Partnership with NOAA to train law enforcement officers. 

· There is increased sedimentation from construction. 

· Little monitoring, no assessment of impacts. Need more data and more effort on monitoring. 

· Thanks for NOAA and DOI for partnerships in coral reef conservation. Our coral reefs and communities can benefit from these partnership. 

3. Kelly Raleigh Moses, Office of the Palau Automated Land and Resources Information System 

Talk about Palau Automated Land and Resources Information 

· National GIS is to develop a system to enhance decision making process responsible for the overall management of GIS information 

· President has acknowledged the importance of gaining this information. The Compact road construction has illustrated the importance of GIS data gathering 

· Reefs, watershed management, road infrastructure and demographic data are needed 

· There are several projects ongoing of importance to CRTF. TNC classification for land coverage type. 

· Pilot project for marine GIS layer development: Benthic habitat analysis. 

4. Tony L. G. Reyes, Saipan Resident 
· Need to have flood and animal control program in Guam 

· Golf courses: toxic chemicals are used. These chemicals flow to the reefs. 

· Not just talk about problems, need to hear solutions. 

· Commercial laundries use toxic chemicals. The government needs to address the problem of these chemicals going to the reefs. 

5. Barbara Fournier, Guam Resident 

· Concerned and want to get educated. 

6. Dave Raney, Pacific NGO Representative, Hawaii Sierra Club and Reef Check 

· Representative of Sierra Club and residents of Hawaii for 35 years. 

· Traditional wisdom should guide the actions that are correct in addressing reef problems. 

· Reef stewardship extends beyond the resources. 

7. Rosemary Godfrey, RARE Center for Tropical Conservation 

· RARE's mission - to protect wildlands of globally significant biological diversity by enabling local people to benefit from their preservation 

· Promoting protection through pride - Turns a charismatic species into a symbol of local pride - to improve public understanding of the value of biodiversity 

· Combination of grassroots and mass-marketing 

· Generate support enthusiasm

· RARE training opportunity. 

· Tested in more than 30 countries. 

· Specific threats addressed 

· Promoting protection through pride - step by step 

· University training modules 

· Increase community participation in sustainable practices 

· Build capacity for NGOs 

8. Ronald Laguaña, Guam Resident 

· Concerns involving coral reef and the economy 

· Nuclear radiation and bomb testing. CRTF need to address this and inform the public. 

· Local level - last Saturday in the Marine Reserve there were people fishing. When reported, no response from enforcement agency. Prosecution of these violators is not fully implemented in Guam. 

9. Robert Celestial, Pacific Association for Radiation Survivors 

· 67 nuclear bombs were detonated in the Marshall Islands. 

· Human radiation experiences advisory reports are out. 

· People in eight U.S. states have been receiving compensation for two and a half years now through the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act, however, people in Guam are not included. 

· People of Guam have the highest incident of cancer in any place in the Pacific. 

· Must include this in the TF resolution, to include Guam in the Compensation Act. 

10. Olympia Cruz, Guam Resident 

· Hopes the Governor will return the land back. 

11. Aniti, Guam resident 

· Protests that the Chamorro people are not represented in the coral reef conservation. 

12. Rufo Lujam, Colonized Chamoru Coalition 

· Demonstrate against the continued violation of sovereign rights of Guam. 

13. Jose U. Garrido, Chamoru Citizen 

· the Chamorro people must be included in the decision made regarding the reefs. Chamorro rights advocacy group must be consulted and their concurrence required. 

14. Julie Paxtor, Realtor 

· What can we do as people on Guam to influence the developers on Guam - Sewer systems over waterways. Sewer outfalls. What is being done to insure that we are in compliance to location of sewer outfalls - many of the pipes are broken and contribute to reef decline. 

LUNCH BREAK 12:30 - 1:45 

AWARDS/PRESENTATIONS - PART 2 

Tim Keeney
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere with NOAA; 
Co-Chair, USCRTF 

· It is the tradition of the Task Force to recognize outstanding efforts to help conserve coral reefs. 

Felix Camacho
Governor, Territory of Guam 

Local Awards, Guam:
1. Outstanding Public Awareness and Education Award:
Presented to: Linda Tatreau, George Washington High School marine biology teacher for being an adviser for the school's club "Marine Mania," which organizes reef cleanups, plants trees and raises money for reef-preservation projects. 

2. Outstanding Community Level Participation:
Presented to: Lee P. Webber, Pacific Daily News Publisher for the newspaper's nine-month-long Man, Land and Sea project in 2003, which focused on raising awareness about Guam's coral reefs 

3. Outstanding Management:
Presented to: John Calvo 

4. Outstanding Scientific Advancement of Knowledge:
Presented to: Dr. Mark Tupper, University of Guam Marine Laboratory 

National Award #1:
Presented to: Dr. Bob Richmond, University of Guam for outstanding scientific advancement of knowledge and public awareness and education 

National Award #2:
Presented to: Gerry Davis, Guam Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources for outstanding management 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION - 2: TRADITIONAL CORAL REEF MANAGEMENT SYSTEM/PRACTICES 

Moderator: Bob Richmond, University of Guam 

1. Chief Apelu Aitaoto's, American Samoa Coastal Program 

Summary of presentation: 

· American Samoans have been living together with nature from the beginning, and understand how to preserve the reefs. 

· Whether you live in the Pacific, the Caribbean, or in Washington, DC, you are a citizen of the ocean, and please, don't harm the coral reefs. They are my home in the ocean. 

· Urge to consider the importance of culture in coral reef conservation. 

2. Buck Cruz, Former Mayor of Merizo, Guam 

Summary of presentation: 

· Traditional fishing method uses cast nets; destructive fishing method uses dynamite and chlorine. 

· Runoff and sedimentation - reduced coastal quality starts on land. 

· Modern technology, threats as well as solutions, need balance 

· 1994 Marine Protection Act - results of two years of meetings, negotiations, based on community recommendations. 

3. Noah Idechong, Member, Palau National Congress 

Summary of presentation: 

· Balance economy with environment 

· Traditional skills 

· Subsistence fishing 

· Appropriate technology 

· In Micronesia, properties are clearly owned 

· Poor land use affecting coral reefs 

· Developing community consensus 

· Mangrove clearing and filling 

· Shipping groundings 

· Training local scientists that are culturally engaged. 

TASK FORCE BUSINESS ITEMS - PART 2: DECISIONS 

Tim Keeney
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere with NOAA; 
Co-Chair, USCRTF 

Consideration of Resolution 1 

Resolution 1 is passed 

Consideration of Resolution 4 

Resolution 4 is passed 

Consideration of Resolution 6 

Resolution 6 is passed 

Consideration of Resolution 7 

Comments: 

Bob Ballard: 

· Add coral reef bleaching as a natural disaster 

Bill Causey: 

· Cannot separate coral bleaching from other disaster, because local depends on reef fish.

Craig Hooks: 

· Can discuss with the Department of Homeland Security as Roger mentioned this morning.

Resolution 7 is passed 

TASK FORCE MEMBER REPORTS - PART 4 National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Paula Bontempi, Manager, Ocean Biology & Biogeochemistry Program 

Summary of presentation: 

· The main coral reef consideration related to NASA's research strategy is: How are global earth systems changing? 

· Project: NASA Earth Science Enterprise. 

· NASA Millennium Coral Reef Mapping Project 

· SeaWiFS: high resolution coral mapping and assessment of coral types; uses elevation to identify reef types 

· LIDAR: High resolution coral mapping and assessment of coral types; uses elevation to identify reef types 

· NASA funding for coral research. Get announcements at http://research.hq.nasa.gov/code_y 

Republic of Marshall Islands
John Bungitak, General Manager, Environmental Protection Agency 

Summary of presentation: 

Environmental Resource Plan of Management for Jaluit Atoll 

· A community driven management plan 

· Whole Atoll has been declared a Conservation Area 

United States Coast Guard
Terry Rice, Captain 

Summary of presentation: 

· How to get the ships off the reefs 

· Water quality protection from the oceanic side 

· Regulation and enforcement 

· Continue with NOAA to patrol sensitive coral reefs 

· Four rule makings 

· Cooperative engagement 

Department of Justice
Sylvia Quast, Attorney Advisor 

Summary of presentation: 

· Engage in a range of enforcement activities to protect reefs -- vessel pollution initiative and cases in Florida and Caribbean, water quality-related enforcement actions in the islands 

· Importance of enforcement to effective coral reef protection 

· Discuss United States v. Marquardsen, who pled guilty to one count of conspiracy in connection with violation of Lacey Act. He removed 100 tons of live rock from north short of Oahu and did over $5 million in damage to reef. Will be sentenced later this year. 

· Partnerships with state and local folks are important for an effective enforcement presence. 

· We will be looking how we might assist others through, for example, training opportunities. 

Department of State
Tom Praster, Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy in Majuro, RMI 

Summary of presentation: 

· Highlights from recent international meetings 

Department of Commerce
Tim Keeney, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere with NOAA 

Summary of presentation: 

· Remove marine debris 

· Mapping information: Continues to make great progress, mapping all U.S. coral reefs by 2007 

· Developed a two-year coral reef assistance program 

· FY 2003 provided $1 M to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

· New call for proposals 

· Two special focus area: Climate change and bleaching; Recreational overuse/misuse 

· NOAA and Sea Grant in the Pacific Islands 

· Working with states/territories to produce coral reefs status report for 2004 

HOT TOPICS - PART 2 

Mariana Islands Research Cruise Presentation: Guam Findings 

Dr. Rusty Brainard
Oceanographer/Chief, Coral Reef Ecosystem Division, Pacific Islands
Fisheries Science Center, NOAA Fisheries 

Summary of presentation 

· Local partners - Fish Team and Benthic Team 

· MARAMP 2003 - Guam leg 

· Summary of work: 

· REA and towed diver surveys 

· Benthic findings 

· Fish stories 

· TOAD and Towed diver habitat/fish surveys 

· TOAD/QTC habitat surveys 

· Benthic habitat mapping with multibeam survey launch R/V Ahi 

NOAA Coral Reef Ecosystem Research Plan 

Dr. Ruth Kelty
Ecologist, NOAA/National Ocean Service 

Summary of presentation: 

· Ecological concepts and information derived through research, including the incorporation of local knowledge, underpin the management of coral reef ecosystems. 

· The Coral Reef Ecosystem Research Plan is NOAA's attempt to strengthen and formalize the link between science and management 

· Goal statement continues the theme that coral reef ecosystem research must be unambiguously linked to the information needs of managers and policymakers. 

· General consensus among managers and scientists. 

· Plan covers NOAA's next five years of research 

· Driving forces of the Coral Reef Ecosystem Research Plan 

· Regional high priority threats 

· Groups in the process 

Coral Reef Protected Area Status Report 

Bill Millhouser
State Liaison Team Leader, Coastal Program, National Ocean Service, NOAA 

Summary of presentation: 

· Overview 

· Goals: to document all U.S. coral reef MMAs; to identify MMA goals and discuss the challenges; to perform a qualitative cross-comparison of different management approaches; to document the status of MMA efforts relative to the CRTF goal. 

· A collaborative NOAA effort 

· Data collection 

· Current status of this initiative 

· Preliminary results: Management goals; management plans; challenges to effective implementation 

· Next steps 

Establish MPAs in Marshall Islands 

Melba White, Republic of Marshall Islands 

Summary of presentation: 

· In RMI, 70 sq miles of land, 70,000 sq miles of water; population 70,000 Fishing, tourism are economy Environmental issues: overpopulation, garbage disposal, ballast water from foreign ships 

· New need for coastal management 

· Call for individual fishery management plans 

· CMI, Marine Science Program: education, research, conservation… 

· Natural Resources Assessments Surveys: 2001 - 2003 

· A marine sanctuary is proposed from the local landowners desire 

· Self-financed parks: tourists entrance fees. 

· Immediate future plans and highest needs 

· Financial help for training, survey 

· Sponsors for past survey: DOI, NFWF, MIMRA, … 

Status of Integrated Mapping and Monitoring of Shallow-water U.S. Coral Reef Ecosystems 

Dr. Mark Monaco, Biogeography Program Manager, NOAA/NOS 

Summary of presentation: 

· USCRTF mapping implementation plan 

· U.S. coral reef shallow-water mapping status 

· NOAA/ NOS coral reef ecosystem monitoring program 

· The State of U.S. Coral Reef Ecosystems: 2004 Report 

· Status of mapping efforts for U.S. coral reefs - Caribbean and Pacific 

WRAP-UP FOR THE TASK FORCE MEETING: 

Tim Keeney Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere with NOAA; 
Co-Chair, USCRTF 

CLOSING REMARKS 

Felix Camacho
Governor, Territory of Guam 

RECEPTION 7:00 PM 

Micronesia Ballroom, Hilton Guam Resort & Spa, Tumon, Guam 

